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He said it was no use for people to dwell on what they had done
in 1914 or in 1918, as affording proofs of discipline and patriotism,
for what was now needed was understanding of what had to be
done in 1936. The proposed union, its importance, influence and
the results of its work would depend on the efforts of all men of
good will in Poland, and most of all on the Parliament and the
manner in which it put the matter before the people. Partisan
attacks on the Parliament were as unjustified and ineffective as
were attacks on the policy of Pilsudski in the past and on that of
the President who maintained the tradition of that Genius of the
Nation. Members of the Opposition who had fled the country
to escape well-merited punishment for their acts now threatened
to return-—let them do so, and justice would take its course.
Having made this reference to Witos and his friends abroad,
Skladkowski said the Government and the Parliament remained
calm, for public opinion would judge them by what they did and
not by the declarations of such adversaries. Rydz-Smigly had given
the mot d'ordre—the defence of Poland. Of what kind of Poland?
And with what forces ? They must not forget that most of them
came from the cottages and the little huts of hard-working people,
and it was to those people they must look—to the masses, above
all, the peasantry, as well as the workers, the artisans and the
"intellectuals of labour," Even the poorest man had an ideal of
life, and possibility of work must be made for him, Where there
was even only a little work and no famine there was no Communism
in Poland; work killed Communism, but famine spread it.
"Our essential task," continued Skladkowski, "is to find work
for all who are without it, to fight against and conquer unemploy-
ment. That is our programme, and it is already in train. For it
I ask full powers, not that I am fond of power, and they will not be
used unless it is absolutely 'necessary, as in cases where speed
in action is essential for success." In conclusion he observed that
the political situation was better than it might be thought; it
was still inspired by Pilsudski, who had given them a Chief in
Rydz-Smigly, to whom they must give themselves as they had
given themselves to Pilsudski. Rydz-Smigly's outlook was
Pilsudski's.

